
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET l\

CASE NUMBER: C14H-06-0021 HLC DATE: August 28, 2006
ZAP DATE: October 3, 2006

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Herbert and Alice Bohn House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1301 W. 29^ Street

ZONING FROM: SF-3 TQ: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning,

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single-family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF'3'H) combining district zoning. Vote"- 7-0 (Leary and Arriaga absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence - Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Pinelli and Jackson absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The Bohn House is outside the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). It is contributing to the Old West
Austin National Register Historic District.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 16, 2006 ACTION:

ORDINANCE READINGS: IST 2ND SRD ORDINANCE NUMBER:

CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pemberton Heights Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:
The ca. 1938 Herbert and Alice Bohn House is the city's premier example of Moderne
residential architecture. Bohn was a prominent local businessman, the principal in Bohn
Brothers (later Bonn's) Department Store on Congress Avenue. He designed the house and
had Roy Thomas, one of the city's leading architects, draw up the plans.



Architecture:
The Herbert and Alice Bohn House is a masterpiece of Art Moderne residential design.
Popular in the 1930s and 1940s, Art Moderne took its inspiration from the transportation
age, with streamlined details, unconventional shapes such as porthole windows, glass
bricks, and lines suggesting movement. The Bohn House has the massing of Art Moderne
buildings, with square and rounded lines on the exterior, porthole windows at either side of
the front door, a rounded glass brick solarium overlooking Shoal Creek, rounded corners at
the sides of the front block and in the overhang at the front door. The movement celebrated
by Art Moderne architecture is evident in the horizontal grooves in the retaining walls
facing 29th Street and the curved metal railings enclosing the deck. The pool was added in
1945, and is fed from an artesian, spring on the property. The house takes full advantage of
its site, built on the sloping west bluff and overlooking Shoal Creek.

Historical Associations-
Herbert Bohn (1905-1967) was the son of Herman Bohn, one of three brothers who opened a
clothing store on Congress Avenue in 1896. Bohn Brothers was one of the city's leading
department stores, and a leader in new building technology. Bohn Brothers was the first
store in Austin to have plate glass display windows (1905), and the first store to have air
conditioning. Herbert Bohn was a principal in the store with several relatives until he
bought out their interests and managed the store on his own. He changed the name from
Bohn Brothers to Bonn's in 1955, and changed the focus of the store from a department
store to a specialty fashion shop. Herbert Bohn closed the business in 1960 and devoted his
time to Bonn's Travel Agency in the Driskill Hotel thereafter. After his death in 1967, his,
widow continued to live in the house until her death recently. The house is still owned by
the three children of Herbert and Alice Bohn.

Herbert Bohn was a born designer, and came up with every detail of the house, from its
round-arched interior doors to wall finishes. He asked family friend and prominent local
architect Roy Thomas to draw up the plans for the house, which are archived at the Austin
History Center.

PARCEL NO.: 02170004200000 DEED RECORD: 4-9-2005

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Wooldridge Drive Addition

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $11,765 (owner-occupied rate); city portion: $2,000
(capped)
$5,918 (income-producing rate); city portion: $1,430

APPRAISED VALUE: $866,830

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Good



PRESENT OWNER
H.E. (Skip) Bohn
5405 Tortuga Trail
Austin, Texas 78731

DATE BUILT: Ca. 1938

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None apparent

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Herbert and Alice Bohn (1938).

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29th street

ca. 1938



Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29tfc Street

ca. 1938



OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1301 W. 29th Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2006

1976 William S. and Alice Brewer, owners
Retired

1971 Mrs. Alice Bohn, owner
Widow, Herbert P. Bohn
No occupation listed

1967 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Retired

1963 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
No occupation listed

1959 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn's Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1955 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1952 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1949 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1947 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1944-45 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1942 Herbert D- and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1940 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1937 Address not listed.
NOTE: Herbert and Alice Bohn lived at 122 Laurel Lane in Aldrich Place
before building the house on Shoal Creek.
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